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Network Accounts and Folders
When staff and students log on to the network there are times when the network folder is not showing up. If teachers and students know they have a folder, and they have accessed it in the past, it has not gone away. You need to log off and log back in and the folder should appear. 
What appears to be happening is some of our newer machines are so fast that they don’t grab the entire profile which may mean they are leaving the folder behind. Your first line of defense is to log off and log in again. I highly recommend that when you log in to your account you check to see if the folder is there before you start creating a new document.
Saving your files to the network

Teachers, which are connected to the network, can save all your files and folders at once. The best way to do this is to go to the My Documents Folder. Select All and click on "Copy these selected items" from the File and Folder Tasks on the left-hand side of that My Documents window.  A Copy Items window will appear and you can select the H drive which starts with the teacher’s name. All of the files and folders will be copied to the network folder. Once your files are on the network they are backed up. If your hard drive crashes your files are safe. You can also delete those on your hard drive to improve speed.
Tickets and Follow-up
If you have created a ticket in School Dude, thank you. If the problem corrects itself before someone from the tech department gets out to look at it, please send Jon Cotti an e-mail. Many times things can be resolved by turning the computer off or logging off then logging back in. It seems that he is going out to take care of tickets and finding that things are finally okay. It would help greatly if we knew we didn’t have to come across town to find out the issue is solved. Thanks very much.
Student Folders
I am still finding that there are students from grade three through high school who are not saving to their network folder. This means they need to return to the same PC to continue their work. Please remind your students to save to the correct location. We can’t retrieve files if a hard drive goes down.
X2 Aspen Gradebook Enhancements
Teachers will be happy to learn that X2 Aspen now features auto-save on the Gradebook Score Grid. The system automatically saves every grade a teacher enters and updates the average columns as they go. The system will display validation messages about the grades entered. For example, if a numeric value is entered in a field that requires a letter grade, teachers get the actual error message. Post columns are now separated into two column sets- one for term grades and another for progress grades. With section-based Average mode, teachers can now apply a different average calculating method to each class they teach. For example, a teacher might define in the user preference that he weights averages by category only. Then, he might apply the total points method to a different course. Also, the “Private” feature can be checked in three different locations. You can check the private box on the Assignment tab, on the Add page, and the assignment page itself.
X2 On Hand, Winter 2008

Cyber-Bullying

I am sure by now you all know about the 14 year old girl who commit suicide because she was bullied by an adult who was posing as a young boy. There are “4 Rs” that we need to stress to our students over and over again. They are RECOGNIZE that people online aren’t always who they say they are and take note of the bully’s screen name or e-mail address. REFUSE to open or read any message from a cyber bully. RESPOND by ignoring the bully at first and never respond to a bully out of anger. Finally, REPORT cyber bullying to the Internet Service Provider (ISP), the school (if the bullying is school-related), a trusted adult or law enforcement to get it stopped immediately. Keeping a log of unopened e-mails of the bully can be used later as evidence. This is good practice.
iSafe iEducator Times, Dec. 2007
E-Mail Junk
If you are like me, every once in a while you start receiving inappropriate e-mails. We, as the technology department, are aware of new types of spam emerging, and we are in daily contact with our internet provider to block that spam. Our filters screen out thousands of spam messages each day, so what you are seeing is actually a relatively small portion of spam.  If you are getting explicit content that goes beyond the general nuisance stuff, then you can send the headers along to Kelly Chase. Contact me and I will send you directions to get that header information. The information she needs is called the “Internet Headers.” 
Better searches.      Better results.
Here are some modifiers to type in your Google search box to refine your searches and get the best results.
“  ” Exact Phrase searches for an exact phrase. Type “one small step for man”
-       Excluded Words (minus sign) excludes search results with a particular word or phrase. Type bass - fishing
~        Similar Words searches for a word and all its synonyms. Type ~mobile phone
OR      Multiple Words searches for WebPages that include either word. Type vacation London OR Paris
…     Numerical Ranges searches for a range of numbers. Type Willie Mays 1950…1960
define:  Find Meanings defines a word or phrase. Type define:plethora
site:    Site Specific searches only particular websites.  Type global warming site:edu
link:     Linked Pages searches for webpages that link to a particular website. Type link:www.umich.edu
1+1       Math Answers basic calculator functions. Type 30% of 55
cm in foot    Conversions converts units of measure. Type cm in foot, $ in pound
Provided by Google.
Blackle.com

Blackle.com is similar to Google as it is a search engine. The principle behind Blackle is based on the fact that the display of different colors consumes different amounts of energy on computer monitors. The creators of Blackle cite a 2002 study from Roberson, who tested a variety of CRT and LCD monitors and found that an all black screen consumed less energy than an all white screen. Blackle.com does not contain porn, but just as any search engine, it can be used to search for porn. Blocking blackle.com does not eliminate access to porn sites if a (porn) site is not getting blocked and can be accessed. The only thing you accomplish by blocking blackle.com is that students cannot use that particular search engine to search for anything inappropriate. However, they can use any other search engine for the same purpose. 
This information came from the MECnet Help Desk Manager
Insert Graphics in Your Graphs
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Excel allows you to insert graphics into your spreadsheets and charts. Using icon size clip art works well. They can be found at www.awesomeclipartforeducators.com Create an icon folder in your My Pictures folder and start creating a collection. Make sure you give credit to the web site when you use their graphics.
Web Site of Interest
This link will connect you with some web sites on the branches of government. http://www.eduhound.com/cttarchives/020708ctt.cfm
This link will connect you with some web sites on book reports. http://www.eduhound.com/cttarchives/022108ctt.cfm
Janet Eskin                                                           Technology Integration Specialist PreK-12           Norwell Public Schools                       eskin@norwellschools.org
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